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SRTS Support During 

Public Consultation

Scoil Cholmcille is a primary school in Newtowncunnigham, Co. Donegal, with almost 

220 students attending daily. 50% of students live within 1km of the school. During 

the audit process, the front of school environment was found to be disorganised and 

dangerous. The front of school consisted of a wide carriageway, a set down area for cars 

and buses and an area allocated to staff parking. Road markings were confusing and not 

adhered to. There was one existing uncontrolled crossing at the junction of Bankin Lane 

and Main Street and a wide speed ramp at the front of school served as a uncontrolled 

crossing. Heavy Commercial Vehicles (HCVs) were observed parking and turning at the 

front of school, further adding to safety issues.

The SRTS delivery plan highlighted areas where the set down area at the front of school 

could be reduced to create wider footpaths and to develop a safer, calmer environment 

for students as they arrive to school. This would also reduce the potential for dangerous 

manoeuvres by HCVs. 

Donegal County Council (DCC) developed designs for the scheme that included a 

reduction in parking at the front of school. During the public consultation phase, the 

Board of Management expressed concerns about the removal of parking at the front 

of the school. However, representatives from DCC and SRTS met with the principal to 

discuss the feedback from parents and guardians, who largely supported the idea of 

removing parking in that area. Following up with parents and guardians, the school 

found that there was significant support for the proposed measures. As a result, the 
Board of Management’s concerns were allayed and they endorsed the scheme, which 

also includes footpath and crossing improvements throughout Newtowncunningham. 

The scheme was successfully completed in Q1 2024.

quote to be 

in a speech 

bubble

Figure 54: Congestion at front of school.

Figure 55: Congestion at the existing uncontrolled 

crossing at the front of school.

“Cars parking close to 

the pedestrian crossing at the 

school reduce visibility for motorists. 

Some motorists ignore the crossing 

anyway. Some vehicles, including 

parents, drive too fast and take no care 

around the school.” Comment from parent at Scoil Cholmcille,  Co. Donegal


