Figure 56: Congestion at set down area at St. Josephs Primary

School, Ballinrobe, County Mayo before the trial closure.

Figure 57: Set down area closure at St Josephs’s Primary School,
Ballinrobe, County Mayo in June 2023.

Trial Set Down Closure

St. Joseph’s Primary School in Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo has more than 450
students and approximately 50 staff attending the school daily. The school
is located on Convent Road, in close proximity to Ballinrobe Community
school, a secondary school with more than 700 students and 80 staff
attending daily, which is also a Round 2 SRTS school. Congestion at the
front of school at school start and finish times (especially on Fridays when
the secondary school finishes earlier) presented a challenge for students
walking, cycling, and scooting to school.

Two existing set-down areas at the front of St. Joseph’s brought cars into
the front of school area and created a number of conflict points between
vehicles and pedestrians/cyclists. Turning movements into and out of the
set-down areas also contributed to congestion.

In June 2023, the school worked with SRTS and Mayo County Council to
trial the closure of both set-down areas at the front of school. The set down
areas were closed to traffic with exceptions made for school bus access

to a dedicated bus parking area. The school issued advance information
regarding the closure to parents / guardians by way of a leaflet, text
messages and reminders to students in class.

The school also established two walking buses, one leaving from Supermacs
(650m from the school) and one leaving from Dunleavys (300m from the
school), every Thursday ahead of the trial set-down closure and witnessed
an increase in the numbers of students walking as a result.

The trial closure of the set down area was very successful and created a
calmer, quieter, and more enjoyable space for all at the front of school.
Where students arrived at school by car, drop offs were generally done
safely, but a small number of dangerous manoeuvres were observed. The
school plans to continue to run trial closures and the SRTS delivery plan
for the school includes a reworked area at the front of school with space
for bus parking and blue badge parking. This will be complemented by the
Ballinrobe Urban Greenway, where phase 1 of the greenway will provide a
route connecting the school to Tesco as a park and stride location (currently
750m from the school but will be closer via the greenway) and phase 2 of
the greenway will be accessible directly from the school grounds.



